Histological and mucin secretion patterns in solitary rectal ulcer syndrome.
Histological and mucin secretion patterns were studied in 32 cases of solitary rectal ulcer syndrome. Biopsy sections stained with hematoxylin and eosin, Masson's trichrome and alcian blue with PAS at pH 1.0 and pH 2.5 were examined. Fibrosis and smooth muscle extension in lamina propria and hypertrophy of muscularis mucosa were the most frequent histological findings. Sialomucin was present in all cases, in contrast to sulphomucin which is normally present. Mucin staining pattern appears to be a helpful diagnostic marker of solitary rectal ulcer syndrome and may be helpful in differentiating it from other non-malignant conditions.